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Year 7 Induction Curriculum
Intent: At ACE Tiverton, our Year 7 Induction Curriculum is designed to ensure every student begins their secondary education with the essential foundational knowledge, skills and habits required for long-term success. Many students arrive with spiky profiles, uneven prior attainment, or barriers linked to communication, interaction, literacy, and emotional regulation. Without a secure foundation, these challenges can significantly impact their ability to access a full secondary curriculum, engage confidently in learning, or make the progress of which they are capable. 
In Year 7 we purposefully focus the curriculum on the core competencies that help to underpin future learning. This approach ensures that every student, irrespective of their starting point, is equipped with the fundamental tools they need to thrive throughout their time at ACE Tiverton.
Our induction curriculum focuses on six essential domains:
1. Reading: We build early confidence and fluency through a strong emphasis on decoding, comprehension and reading resilience. Students learn strategies that enable them to access increasingly challenging texts across subjects, supporting long-term knowledge retention and independence. 
2. Writing: We explicitly teach sentence construction, accuracy, organisation and purpose, enabling students to express ideas clearly across a range of contexts. Strong written communication is a gateway to success in all academic pathways, and early investment in these skills ensures students can articulate knowledge effectively.
3. Oracy: Students develop the ability to communicate clearly, listen actively, use appropriate vocabulary and participate in structured dialogue. Oracy is central to building confidence, self-advocacy, problem solving and social interaction—key competencies for learning and life advocacy, problem solving and social interaction. advocacy, problem solving and social interaction—key competencies for learning and life advocacy, problem-solving and social interaction—key competencies for learning and life.
4. Handwriting and Motor Fluency: We support students to develop handwriting that is legible, fluent and functional. This foundation reduces cognitive load in lessons, allowing students to focus on content rather than transcription, and supports success in written assessments.
5. Numeracy:  We address gaps in early mathematical understanding and strengthen core number knowledge through explicit teaching of key concepts such as number sense, fluency with basic operations, and mathematical vocabulary. Students develop confidence in using practical strategies and representations to solve problems, reducing anxiety and increasing independence in lessons. This foundation supports access to the wider curriculum and builds readiness for functional maths and everyday life.
6. Social and Relational Skills: Students learn the routines, expectations and relational practices that define “The ACE Tiverton Way.” We focus on emotional literacy, cooperation, self-regulation, conflict resolution and positive engagement. Students learn to recognise and use regulation and sensory strategies that help them stay ready to learn. In addition, regulation, conflict resolution and positive engagement skills are essential for creating a safe, connected and predictable learning environment where all students can thrive.
Why this matters: By prioritising these core domains, our induction curriculum ensures that learning is accessible, equitable and sustainable for all students. Establishing these foundations early enables students to:
· build confidence and motivation for learning
· access subject content with increasing independence
· communicate effectively with peers and adults
· regulate emotions and behaviour
· engage positively with the wider curriculum as it expands across the year

This approach is consistent with our trauma informed, belonging based, relational ethos, recognising that students learn best when they feel safe, connected and equipped with the tools to navigate their environment successfully. ‑informed, relational ethos, recognising that students learn best when they feel safe, connected and equipped with the tools to navigate their environment successfully.
Long‑term vision: The Induction Curriculum is deliberately designed as the launchpad for the rest of each student’s educational journey at ACE Tiverton. By ensuring that foundational literacy, communication and social capabilities are secure from the outset, we enable students to:
· access our Pathways curriculum models confidently
· make sustained academic progress
· increase independence over time
· achieve strong outcomes at KS4
· transition successfully into further education, training or employment

Our intent is clear: to give every student the strongest possible start, enabling them not only to succeed in Year 7, but to flourish throughout their entire school experience and beyond.
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